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Background
Poliomyelitis is an acute paralytic disease caused by three



The state switch committee paid an advocacy visit to the
state Health Commissioner and briefed him on the switch
plans and solicited for his active participation in the switch
process. He was specifically requested to lead in the media
engagement and other stakeholder engagement. The
Health Commissioner convened series of meetings with
representatives of private health practitioners where he





pharmaceutical outfits that stock vaccines and in get-
ting access to inspect them. Our findings re-affirmed
that enlisting political support and building partner-
ships are key areas that need to be addressed for suc-
cessful implementation of public health interventions
[15]. Post switch monitoring revealed zero tOPV at
the state and seven zonal satellite cold stores; this
issignificant as finding tOPV in these facilities after
the switch would have posedhigh riskin the distribu-
tion of tOPV to health facilities. In all, two (4.5%)
LGA cold stores were found to have had tOPV that
was not appropriately labeled as “Do Not Use”. More
importantly, of the 122 health facilities monitored
after the switch, only one (0.8%) had tOPV.
Although the tOPVwas withdrawn from the cold chain

systems at the facility level, 77.8% had stock of bOPV.
Also, 79.5% of the health facilities assessed had IPV. The
absence of IPV in more than 20% of the health facilities
after the switch is of particular concern. IPV was intro-
duced into the RI schedule before the switch to reduce
the risk of reintroduction of type 2poliovirus [6].
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