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Abstract

B¢ 9 r eur : Health services can only be responsive if they are designed to service the needs of the population at
hand. In many low and middle income countries, the rate of urbanisation can leave the profile of the rural
population quite different from the urban population. As a consequence, the kinds of services required for an
urban population may be quite different from that required for a rural population. This is examined using data
from the South East Asia Community Observatory in rural Malaysia and contrasting it with the national Malaysia
population profile.

Mk ¢ s: Census data were collected from 10,373 household and the sex and age of household members was
recorded. Approximate Malaysian national age and sex profiles were downloaded from the US Census Bureau. The
population pyramids, and the dependency and support ratios for the whole population and the SEACO sub-district
population are compared.
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