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Over the past twenty years, the international landscape for
health programming in developing countries has changed
dramatically, and global awareness of the consequences of
poor health has grown. One result is the international
commitment to the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) that has put poverty reduction and health at the
forefront of the global agenda. And, as new funding agen-
cies and mechanisms (e.g., GFATM, GAVI, PEPFAR,
PMI) appeared, attention focused more closely on the
impact of their expenditures. Major donors - multilateral,
bilateral and private - have embraced ‘results-based pro-
gramming’. They ask whether they are getting ‘value for
money’. And the commitment of national leaders to the
MDGs confirms that they, as well as the donors, expect
accountability for the significant expenditures now being
made on health programs. Ultimately, what the global
health community wants to know is which programs of
service delivery can most efficiently improve health.
Without strong evaluations designed to measure impact,

decision-makers lack sufficient evidence to fund expansion
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Thus, the supplement has several purposes. First, to
share information on various models that can be used
to translate outputs into impact estimates. Second, to
provide some examples of how implementing organiza-
tions have applied these metrics for a variety of pur-
poses. The papers included here identify some of the
benefits of the current models as well as their limita-
tions, and expose measurement gaps that remain.
Finally, the papers identify some of the challenges for
implementing organizations posed by the requirements
of the models. The Commentaries that follow also high-
light some of the challenges that face the global health
community in our quest for data to inform program and
policy decisions.
The first paper in the series, by Longfield and collea-

gues [3], describes the application of the DALYs averted
metric to assess performance across PSI’s global portfo-
lio, describing its use to improve the organization’s stra-
tegic decisions. This illustration is followed by a paper
by Yang and colleagues [4] that provides the details of
the DALYs averted models: a description of the struc-
ture,ro-
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